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The  uptrend  in  turkeys  raised  per 
turkey  breeder  hen  on  hand  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  reflects  im- 
provements in  production  efficiency. 
These  include:  (1)  Increases  in  the 
rate  of  lay  of  turkey  breeder  hens, 
(2)  improved  hatchability  of  turkey 
hatching  eggs  (partly  due  to  the  use 
of  artificial  insemination  for  heavy 
breeds),  and  (3)  reduced  mortality 
in  growing  turkeys.  However,  vari- 
ation from  year-tc-year  in  the  ratio 
is  also  influenced  by  changes  in  the 
Utilization  of  available  hatching  egg 
supplies  and  by  changes  in  weather. 
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SUMMARY 

Egg  production  in  1964  totaled  179  million  cases  compared  with  176  mil- 
lion in  1963  and  an  average  of  172  million  in  1957-59.    The  1964  increase 
resulted  mainly  from  a  higher  rate  of  lay;  layer  numbers  were  up  less  than  ■§■ 
percent.    This  year  another  increase  in  output  is  in  prospect  because  the 
national  laying  flock  is  expected  to  be  larger  and  more  productive. 

On  January  1,  1965,  the  Nation's  laying  flock  contained  355  million  po- 
tential layers  (layers  and  pullets  not  yet  laying),  1  percent  more  than  a  year 
earlier.    Birds  actually  laying  numbered  about  the  same  as  on  January  1,  1964. 
In  addition,  the  hatch  of  pullet  chicks  for  flock  replacements  in  October- 
December  1964  totaled  45  million  compared  with  42  million  in  that  period  of 
1963.    This  indicates  that  the  number  of  layers  in  January-June  probably  will 
average  a  little  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 

Daily  egg  production  on  January  1,  1965  was  5  percent  above  a  year  earlier 
because  the  rate  of  lay,  induced  in  part  by  exceptionally  mild  weather,  was 
much  higher.    Assuming  normal  weather,  the  rate  of  lay  and  egg  production  the 
rest  of  the  first  half  is  likely  to  fall  back  closer  to  the  1964  level.  This 
appears  likely  for  2  reasons.    First,  the  unusually  large  increase  in  the  rate 


PES-235 


-  k  - 


JANUARY  1965 


of  lay  that  occurred  in  February  I96U  (also  largely  a  product  of  mild  weather), 
is  unlikely  to  be  repeated  in  February  this  year.     Second,  egg  output  per  layer 
usually  improves  very  little  from  year-to-year  in  the  second  quarter  and  this 
pattern  is  likely  to  continue  in  1965. 

After  midyear  and  particularly  in  the  fourth  quarter,  egg  production  will 
be  influenced  by  the  number  of  replacement  chicks  hatched  in  January-June  1965. 
This  number  is  expected  to  be  up  a  little  from  196k  despite  the  low  egg  prices 
in  recent  months.    Consequently,  the  Nation's  laying  flock  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue larger  than  in  196k  throughout  I965.     In  addition,  most  of  the  uptrend  in 
the  rate  of  lay  is  expected  to  occur  in  the  second  half  as  has  been  the  case  in 
recent  years.    Thus,  July-December  egg  production  is  likely  to  exceed  the  year- 
earlier  level  by  a  greater  percentage  than  will  January- June  production. 

Egg  prices  received  by  U.  S.  producers  in  196k  increased  less  than  sea- 
sonally between  spring  and  fall,  and  in  the  fourth  quarter  averaged  33.8  cents 
per  dozen  compared  with  35.9  cents  in  October-December  1963.    In  mid-December 
1964,  eggs  averaged  32.9  cents  per  dozen,  down  from  3^.0  in  November,  and  down 
from  35.6  cents  in  December  1963.    Between  mid-December  and  mid-January,  prices 
to  Iowa  farmers  dropped  k  cents  per  dozen  for  large  eggs  and  3  cents  for 
medium- si zed  eggs,  in  response  to  the  sharp  upsurge  in  egg  production  around 
the  first  of  the  year.    Some  recovery  in  egg  prices  from  mid-January  levels 
seems  likely  in  the  first  quarter  because  both  the  rate  of  lay  and  egg  produc- 
tion are  likely  to  drop  back  some,  moving  closer  to  year-earlier  levels.  In 
the  second  quarter,  egg  prices  will  be  declining  seasonally.    For  all  of  1965, 
egg  prices  may  continue  lower  than  in  1964  because  production  will  be  larger. 

In  an  effort  to  speed  a  recovery  in  egg  prices,  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture on  January  8,  1965  asked  the  Nation's  food  industry  to  join  USDA  in  a 
cooperative  merchandising  effort  to  move  the  unusually  heavy  supplies  of  eggs 
into  consumption. 

Based  on  fourth  quarter  1964  hatchings,  broiler  output  in  the  first 
quarter  is  likely  to  run  about  1  to  2  percent  above  a  year  ago.    An  even  greater 
expansion  appears  likely  in  the  second  quarter.    In  fact,  production  may  con- 
tinue larger  than  in  196k  throughout  most  of  1965.    This  seems  probable  because 
broiler  prices  are  likely  to  average  about  the  same  to  slightly  higher  than  a 
year  earlier,  at  least  through  the  first  quarter.  Such  prices  would  be  high  enough 
to  encourage  producers  to  expand.    In  the  rest  of  the  year,  pressures  for  in- 
creased output  will  come  from  the  build-up  in  hatchery  supply  flocks  that  is 
currently  underway.    The  gain  in  broiler  output  for  I965  as  a  whole  is 
expected  to  be  as  much  as  3  to  5  percent. 

U.  S.  broiler  prices  averaged  13.8  cents  per  pound  (live)  in  December 
196*+  compared  with  l4.5  cents  in  November  and  13.2  cents  in  December  1963. 
Between  mid-December  and  mid-January,  price  quotations  for  broilers  in  impor- 
tant southern  producing  areas  rose  from  mostly  12-|  cents  per  pound  to  mostly  lh 
cents,  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

Turkey  hatchings  in  September-December  196k  totaled  6.2  million  compared 
with  6.9  million  in  those  months  of  1963.    Eggs  in  incubators  for  poult 
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production  on  January  1,  19^5  >  were  down  12  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  De- 
spite these  smaller  off-season  hatchings,  some  increase  in  turkey  production  in 
1965  from  the  98*7  million  birds  in  I96U  still  seems  likely.    The  increase, 
however,  may  be  less  than  the  5  percent  forecast  in  early  November. 

Turkey  breeders  tested  for  pullorum  disease  in  July-December  I96U  totaled 
2.7  million  compared  with  2,8  million  in  July-December  1963.    This  indicates 
that  farmers  may  not  have  carried  out  their  October  I96U  intentions  to  keep  k 
percent  more  breeder  hens  in  1965  than  in  I96U.    Yet  the  breeder  flock  will  be 
adequate  for  an  increase  in  turkey  production  this  year. 

Turkey  prices  to  producers  averaged  22. k  cents  per  pound  in  December 
1964  compared  with  21.2  in  November  and  22.9  in  December  1963.    In  the  first 
half  of  I965 >  turkey  prices  are  likely  to  be  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  because 
of  expected  smaller  supplies  and  stronger  demand.    However,  in  the  main  market- 
ing months  (September-December)  of  1965  supplies  probably  will  be  greater  and 
prices  probably  will  average  lower  than  in  I96U. 


SITUATION  AND  OUTLOOK 

Egg  Production  Expected 
to  Increase  in  1965 ~ 

Egg  production  in  196k  totaled  179  million  cases,  up  from  176  million  in 
1963  and  an  average  172  million  cases  in  1957-59 •    A  higher  rate  of  lay  accounted 
for  most  of  the  increase;  layer  numbers  were  up  less  than  \  percent  from  1963. 
Most  of  the  gain  in  production  occurred  in  the  first  and  third  quarters.  In 
December  196^,  production  totaled  15.1  million  cases  compared  with  ik.k  million 
in  November  and  lk.7  million  in  December  1963. 

On  January  1,  the  Nation's  laying  flock  contained  308  million  layers, 
about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.    However,  potential  layers  (layers  and  pullets 
not  yet  laying)  totaled  355  million  or  1  percent  more  than  on  January  1,  196^. 
The  number  of  pullet  chicks  started  for  flock  replacements  in  October-December 
I96U  totaled  U5  million  compared  with  h2  million  a  year  earlier. 

(Two  kinds  of  chicks  are  raised  for  flock  replacements.    The  first  are 
egg-type  chicks,  used  to  replenish  flocks  producing  table  eggs.    The  second 
are  broiler-type  chicks,  used  in  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks.    The  USDA 
estimates  the  total  number  of  straight-run  egg-type  chicks  and  the  number  of 
pullet  chicks  placed  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks.    The  total  number  of 
replacement  pullet  chicks  started  is  calculated  by  adding  one-half  the  egg- 
type  chicks  hatched  to  the  pullet  chicks  placed  domestically  for  broiler 
hatchery  supply  flocks.) 

On  January  1,  1965  the  rate  of  egg  production  was  5  percent  above  a  year 
earlier  because  of  a  weather-induced  spurt  in  the  rate  of  lay.    However,  egg 
production  in  the  rest  of  the  first  half  is  likely  to  fall  back  closer  to  the 
196^  level  because  this  exceptional  year-to-year  improvement  in  the  rate  of 


PES-235 


-  6  - 


JANUARY  1965 


lay  is  not  likely  to  continue.    Eggs  per  layer  in  the  rest  of  the  first  half 
are  likely  to  average  only  slightly  higher  than  a  year  earlier  because:  (l)  The 
rate  of  lay  in  February  is  not  expected  to  be  much,  if  any,  greater  than  the 
record  high  rate  in  February  196^  and  (2)  the  number  of  eggs  produced  per  layer 
usually  increases  very  little  from  year-to-year  in  the  second  quarter.  With 
small  increases  in  layer  numbers  and  the  rate  of  lay,  egg  production  in  January- 
June  I965  may  be  up  as  much  as  2  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 

Eggs  in  incubators  on  January  1,  1965  for  egg- type  chick  production  were 
up  1  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    Because  egg  prices  have  been  lower  than 
year-earlier  levels  since  August  196^,  hatchings  are  expected  to  remain  close 
to  196k  levels  in  the  main  hatching  season,  March-May.    This  would  tend  to 
keep  the  Nation's  laying  flock  larger  than  a  year  earlier  in  the  second  half. 
This  appears  more  likely  if  egg  prices  recover  from  the  mid-January  level  with- 
in the  following  2  months.    Since  the  rate  of  lay  is  also  likely  to  rise  after 
midyear,  a  larger  increase  in  egg  production  over  the  196^  level  appears  likely 
for  July-December  than  for  January-June. 


Per  Capita  Egg  Use 
Holding  Steady 

Civilian  per  capita  egg  consumption  has  declined  each  year  since  1951. 
However,  there  are  signs  that  the  downtrend  is  losing  momentum.    The  current 
estimate  for  196^  is  31^  eggs  compared  with  315  in  1963  and  the  1957-59  aver- 
age of  356.    This  slowing  in  the  downtrend  in  egg  consumption  in  I96U  appears 
to  have  stemmed  from  larger  production  and  lower  prices.    It  does  not  seem  to 
indicate  any  increase  in  per  capita  demand.    Consumers  tend  to  use  all  the  eggs 
produced  within  a  year.    Since  there  is  essentially  no  change  in  carried-over 
stocks  of  eggs  from  year-to-year,  nor  in  exports,  production  determines 
consumption;  price  becomes  the  variable  that  changes  in  the  market-clearing 
process. 

Of  the  31^  eggs  per  capita  consumed  in  196^,  about  31  were  in  the  form 
of  processed  products  compared  with  only  27  in  1963.    This  increase  resulted 
from  greater  USDA  donations  of  dried  egg  and  from  greater  use  of  egg  products 
from  commercial  sources.    In  January-November  196^,  retail  egg  prices  averaged 
53.9  cents  per  dozen  compared  with  5^.9  cents  a  year  earlier. 

In  1965,  production  is  expected  to  increase  more  than  population,  thus 
interrupting  the  13-year  decline  in  per  capita  egg  consumption.    However,  price 
concessions  are  likely  to  occur  in  moving  these  expected  larger  supplies  into 
consumption. 
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Seasonal  Egg  Price  Movement 
Limited  in  1964 

Egg  prices  to  U.  S.  producers  averaged  33.4  cents  per  dozen  in  1964, 
down  1  cent  from  1963.    Considering  the  2  percent  increase  in  egg  production 
in  1964,  egg  prices  were  well  maintained.    Essentially  all  of  the  price  decline 
occurred  in  the  first  and  fourth  quarters.    This  substantially  reduced  the  sea- 
sonal variation  in  egg  prices  in  1964  compared  with  1963.    Quarterly  price 
averages  in  1964  ranged  from  30.7  cents  per  dozen  to  33.8  cents  compared  with 
30.8  to  37.3  cents  in  1963. 

The  lower  first  quarter  1964  prices  resulted  from  a  4  percent  increase 
in  egg  production  over  a  year  earlier,  caused  mostly  by  a  sharp  upsurge  in  the 
rate  of  lay.    The  fourth  quarter  price  weakness  appears  to  have  been  due  in 
part  to  larger  production. 


Egg  Prices  Break  Sharply 

In  December  1964,  U.  S.  egg  prices  averaged  32.9  cents  per  dozen  com- 
pared with  34.0  cents  in  November  and  35.6    cents  in  December  1963.  Between 
mid-December  and  mid-January,  further  substantial  price  declines  occurred  due 
to  the  spurt  in  egg  production.    Wholesale  price  quotations  for  large  eggs  in 
New  York  City  during  this  interval  fell  mostly  5  cents  per  dozen  and  medium- 
sized  eggs  dropped  even  more.    Large  eggs  on  the  Pacific  Coast  showed  smaller 
declines  and  mediums  were  unchanged.    Some  recovery  in  egg  prices  from  the 
depressed  mid-January  level  is  expected  in  the  first  quarter  because  egg  pro- 
duction is  likely  to  drop  back  closer  to  the  year-earlier  level.    In  an  effort 
to  speed  the  recovery  in  egg  prices,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  on  January  8, 
1965,  asked  the  Nation's  food  industry  to  join  USDA  in  a  cooperative  merchandis- 
ing effort  to  move  these  unusually  heavy  supplies  of  eggs  into  consumption. 

Although  egg  production  is  increasing  seasonally,  it  probably  will  not 
be  in  excess  of  current  consumption  until  the  second  quarter  when  the  buildup 
in  storage  stocks  usually  begins.    At  that  time,  prices  will  be  declining  sea- 
sonally.   After  mid-1965,  egg  prices  are  expected  to  average  much  lower  than  a 
year  earlier  because  egg  production  in  July-December  1965  is  likely  to  be  up 
substantially  from  the  like  1964  period. 


Small  Changes  Occur  in 
Broilers  in  1964 

Broiler  prices  to  producers  averaged  14.2  cents  per  pound  in  1964,  down 
from  l4.5  cents  in  1963  and  15.2  cents  in  1962.    The  lower  price  in  1964  stemmed 
from  a  3  percent  increase  in  broiler  production  over  1963  and  much  greater  com- 
petition from  red  meats  and  turkeys.    Broiler  exports  and  USDA  purchases  were 
not  significantly  different  from  1963.    The  rise  in  general  economic  activity 
boosted  consumer  incomes  and  probably  helped  to  cushion  the  decline  in  broiler 
prices  by  stimulating  the  demand  for  cut-up  broilers  and  broiler  parts  and 
convenience  products  made  from  broilers. 
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In  January-November  1964,  U.  S.  broiler  exports  totaled  102.5  million 
pounds,  down  from  103.8  million  pounds  in  the  comparable  period  of  I963.  Sales 
to  the  Common  Market  countries,  mainly  West  Germany,  represented  33  percent  of 
the  January-November  1964  total  compared  with  37  percent  a  year  earlier.  Most 
of  these  exports  were  broiler  parts.    Exports  in  1964  accounted  for  about  2 
percent  of  production,  about  the  same  as  in  1963.    Exports  to  Europe  in  1964 
were  maintained  by  rising  prices  of  red  meat  on  the  Continent. 

USDA  purchased  52  million  pounds  of  frozen  cut-up  young  chickens  in  1964 
for  the  National  School  Lunch  Program  compared  with  50  million  pounds  in  1963. 
Quantities  contracted  for  were  equivalent  to  about  1  percent  of  U.  S.  production 
in  both  years.    Purchases  of  cut-up  young  chickens  were  first  made  in  I96I  to 
introduce  this  relatively  new  product  to  managers  of  school  lunch  cafeterias. 
Funds  provided  under  Section  6  of  the  National  School  Lunch  Act  were  used  to 
finance  these  purchases.    The  purchases  in  1964  were  to  help  participating 
schools  meet  the  protein  requirement  of  the  Program.    The  commodity  cost  of 
purchases  in  1964  totaled  $15.9  million.    Weekly  purchases  were  made  between 
July  22  and  December  30. 

Increase  in  Broiler  Output  Underway 

The  l8-year  uptrend  in  broiler  production  is  continuing  in  1965.  The 
increase  for  the  year  is  likely  to  be  about  3-5  percent.    Chicks  hatched  for 
broiler  production  in  the  last  quarter  of  1964  were  up  1  percent  from  the  same 
quarter  of  1963.    So  broiler  production  in  January-March  also  is  expected  to  be 
up  about  the  same.    Broiler  supplies  probably  will  increase  more  in  the  second 
quarter.    Egg  settings  for  chick  production  in  22  States  in  the  3  weeks  ended 
January  9  were  6  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    These  will  provide  late  March 
and  early  April  broiler  marketings. 

After  April,  the  level  of  broiler  production  will  be  largely  influenced 
by  2  factors:    (l)  Broiler  prices  3  to  4  months  earlier  in  relation  to  produc- 
tion costs  and,  (2)  the  number  of  layers  producing  broiler  hatching  eggs.  It 
now  appears  that  these  factors  will  tend  to  encourage  a  further  expansion  in 
output.    Broiler  prices  are  expected  to  be  higher  in  the  first  quarter  than  in 
1964' s  first  quarter.    If  so,  incomes  to  broiler  firms  will  be  up,  giving  them 
the  financial  ability  to  expand.    Such  price  strength  early  this  year  may  also 
create  the  expectation  of  favorable  prices  in  the  second  quarter.    If  the  pro- 
duction increase  over  1964  is  large  in  the  second  quarter,  as  now  appears 
likely,  broiler  prices  during  this  period  probably  would  be  depressed  below  the 
April-June  1964  level.    However,  production  cutbacks  in  the  face  of  these  lower 
prices  will  be  difficult  because  the  size  of  the  Nation's  broiler  hatchery 
supply  flock  will  probably  be  increasing  in  the  last  half  of  1965  relative  to 
1964.    Thus,  broiler  production  in  July-December  may  be  up  from  a  year  earlier 
by  a  margin  as  wide  or  wider  than  in  January- June . 
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Based  on  the  number  of  pullet  chicks  placed  by  leading  breeders,  the 
indicated  number  of  layers  producing  broiler  hatching  eggs  will  be  down  about 
7  percent  in  the  first  half  of  I965  from  January-June  1964.    For  July  1965,  the 
indicated  number  of  layers  is  only  3  percent  below  those  of  a  year  earlier. 
Since  the  flock  will  contain  a  larger  proportion  of  younger  layers  this  year 
than  last,  these  percentage  comparisons  tend  to  understate  the  egg-producing 
potential  of  these  flocks  relative  to  a  year  ago.    Reductions  in  the  broiler 
breeder  flock  for  first  half  1965  from  a  year  ago  is  resulting  mainly  from 
actions  taken  in  the  spring  of  196k.    Pullet  chicks  placed  for  such  flocks  were 
down  from  a  year  earlier  by  29  percent  in  April  1964  and  by  35  percent  in  May. 
The  effect  of  these  reductions  will  largely  be  spent  by  midyear  since  most  layers 
are  disposed  of  at  about  15  months  of  age.    In  June  through  December,  placements 
totaled  16.6  million,  5  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    December  1964  placements 
were  up  15  percent  from  December  1963. 

Broiler  Prices  This  Year  May  Average 
About  the  Same  as  in  1964 

Prices  received  by  U.  S.  producers  for  live  broilers  averaged  13. 8  cents 
per  pound  in  December  1964  compared  with  l4.5  cents  in  November  and  13.2  cents 
in  December  1963.    In  important  producing  areas  of  the  Southeast,  quotations 
(base  price  at  farm)  were  mostly  12  cents  per  pound  the  last  week  in  December 
over  the  first  week  in  January.    However,  by  mid-January  these  quotations  had 
improved  and  were  mostly  l4  cents  per  pound,  about  \\  cent  above  mid-December 
and  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

For  1965  as  a  whole,  U.  S.  average  broiler  prices  are  likely  to  average 
about  the  same  as  the  l4.2  cents  per  pound  average  estimated  for  1964.    Such  a 
price  appears  likely  even  though  production  probably  will  be  larger.  Factors 
that  will  tend  to  bolster  broiler  demand  and  prices  are  reduced  competition 
from  red  meats  and  increased  consumer  incomes.    Also,  turkey  supplies  in 
January-June  1965  are  likely  to  be  down  from  a  year  earlier.    Partly  offsetting 
these  favorable  demand  factors  is  the  possibility  that  developments  in  the 
Common  Market  will  adversely  affect  broiler  exports. 

U.  S.  Poultry  Exports  Likely 
to  Decline  in  1965" 

U.  S.  and  Danish  poultry  exports  increased  rapidly  between  1958  and 
1962  largely  because  of  the  expanding  market  for  imported  poultry  in  West  Ger- 
many.   During  this  period,  poultry  consumption  in  West  Germany  increased  faster 
than  domestic  production.    In  1963,  however,  U.  S.  exports  to  West  Germany 
abruptly  declined  because  levies  on  poultry  imports  was  raised  sharply  starting 
in  mid-1962.    The  higher  levies  were  anticipated  and  led  to  a  large  increase  in 
poultry  imported  into  West  Germany  for  storage  in  the  first  half  of  1962. 
The  higher  EEC  levies  increased  poultry  prices  to  West  German    consumers  and 
temporarily  arrested  the  rising  trend  in  per  capita  poultry  consumption  in 
1963.    This  narrowed  the  gap  between  consumption  and  production  in  West  Germany, 
thus  shrinking  the  market  for  imported  poultry  to  that  country.    U.  S.  exports 
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to  West  Germany  fell  from  152  million  pounds  to  75  million  pounds.    Danish  ex- 
ports to  West  Germany,  on  the  other  hand,  declined  only  from  88  million  pounds 
to  84  million  pounds.    Total  U.  S.  exports  of  poultry  meats  (product  weight) 
declined  from  271  million  pounds  in  1962  to  208  million  pounds  in  1963 . 

In  the  first  11  months  of  1964,  U.  S.  poultry  exports  totaled  212  mil- 
lion pounds  compared  with  193  million  pounds  in  the  same  period  of  1963.  Over 
half  of  the  exports,  a  large  proportion  of  which  was  in  the  form  of  parts,  were 
to  the  Common  Market,  mostly  West  Germany.    The  bulk  of  the  total  increase  in 
U.  S.  poultry  meat  exports  in  1964  went  to  West  Germany  as  turkeys,  which  are 
not  produced  in  volume  in  Europe,  and  as  canned  poultry,  which  bear  a  relatively 
low  levy.    U.  S.  broiler  exports  were  down  1  percent  from  a  year  earlier  despite 
slightly  lower  EEC  levies  during  most  of  the  year  and  substantially  lower 
charges  on  some  poultry  parts  beginning  August  1,  1964.     (See  November  1964 
issue  of  the  "Poultry  and  Egg  Situation".)    West  German  imports  of  Danish  poultry 
(mainly  broilers)  in  January-October  196^4  totaled  53.5  million  pounds  compared 
with  69.O  million  pounds  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 

Late  in  1964,  the  EEC  sharply  increased  the  levy  against  imported 
broilers  by  raising  the  supplemental  levy  in  2  steps.    On  October  1,  1964,  the 
supplemental  levy  in  West  Germany  was  increased  to  3.97  cents  per  pound  from 
2.83  cents;  on  November  16,  it  was  further  increased  to  the  current  level  of 
5.67  cents.    The  rise  of  the  supplemental  levy  was  reported  to  be  the  Common 
Market's  reaction  to  the  continuous  underbidding  of  the  EEC  gate  price  by 
Denmark . 

On  January  1,  1965,  total  charges  against  U.  S.  broilers  imported  into 
West  Germany  were  15.7  cents  per  pound — 3.4  cents  above  a  year  earlier  and  the 
highest  level  since  the  EEC  regulations  were  put  into  effect  in  mid-1962.  The 
corresponding  levy  on  turkeys  on  January  1,  1965,  was  12.7  cents  per  pound 
compared  with  12.8  cents  a  year  earlier.    The  levies  on  chicken  and  turkey 
parts  are  based  on  the  average  of  the  variable  levy  for  broilers  and  turkeys. 
Therefore,  they  have  not  been  affected  by  the  recent  increases  in  the  supple- 
mental levy. 

The  higher  EEC  levies  on  whole  chickens  and  expected  greater  competition 
from  the  Danes  in  exporting  chicken  parts  to  West  Germany  will  probably  bring 
about  a  substantial  decline  in  U.  S.  chicken  exports  to  that  market  in  1965  and 
consequently  a  drop  in  total  U.  S.  poultry  exports.    Since  no  substantial 
changes  have  occurred  in  the  levies  on  turkeys  and  turkey  parts,  IT.  S.  exports  of 
these  products  are  expected  to  be  at  least  maintained  at  the  1964  level.  Poultry 
production  in  the  Common  Market  appears  to  have  gained  momentum  and  probably 
will  increase  faster  than  consumption  in  1965,  thus  narrowing  the  production- 
consumption  gap.    Part  of  the  reason  the  gap  did  not  narrow  much  in  1964  was 
the  spur  given  to  poultry  consumption  by  the  large  increase  from  1963  in  red 
meat  prices  on  the  Continent.    In  1965,  red  meats  in  Europe  are  likely  to  re- 
main high  but  show  little  price  change  from  1964. 
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Turkey  Crop  May  Increase  Less 
Than  Expected  Earlier 

Changes  in  the  turkey  situation,  since  early  November,  have  somewhat  al- 
tered the  production  outlook  for  1965.    The  1965  turkey  crop  is  still  expected 
to  be  larger  than  the  98.7  million  birds  raised  in  I96U  but  the  increase  is 
not  likely  to  exceed  5  percent  predicted  then.    The  strength  in  turkey  prices 
in  the  main  marketing  months  of  1964  (September-December)  developed  more  slowly 
than  expected.    Consequently,  turkey  prices  for  1964,  on  a  weighted  basis, 
probably  averaged  about  1  to  2  percent  below  the  21.3  cents  per  pound  forecast  in 
early  November.      The  reduction  in  poult  hatchings  in  September-December  1964 
also  suggests  that  the  production  increase  may  be  smaller.    Hatchings  during 
this  period  totaled  6.2  million  birds,  down  10  percent  from  the  same  months  a 
year  earlier. 

Breeder  hens  tested  for  pullorum  disease  in  July-December  1964  totaled 
2.7  million,  1  percent  below  the  like  period  of  1963.    Thus,  farmers  apparently 
have  not  carried  out  their  October  intentions  to  keep  4  percent  more  breeders 
this  year  than  last.    Yet  the  breeder  flock  will  be  adequate  for  an  increase  in 
turkey  production. 

The  chart  on  page  12  shows  that  the  number  of  turkeys  raised  has  increased 
more  than  the  number  of  turkey  breeder  hens  over  the  past  decade.    This  reflects 
increases  in  the  rate  of  lay  of  turkey  breeder  hens,  improvements  in  the  hatch- 
ability  of  turkey  hatching  eggs,  and  reductions  in  the  mortality  of  growing 
turkeys.    The  chart  also  reveals  that  year-to-year  changes  in  turkeys  raised 
are  not  closely  correlated  with  corresponding  changes  in  breeder  hens  as  recorded 
on  January  1,  although  the  degree  of  slippage  between  the  2  series  has  been 
decreasing.    For  instance,  the  differences  averaged  5  percentage  points  in 
1960-64  compared  with  9  percentage  points  in  1953-57.    However,  the  relationship 
between  breeder  hens  and  turkeys  raised  is  still  not  stable  enough  to  yield  a 
high  degree  of  accuracy  for  predictive  purposes.    The  number  of  turkey  breeders 
on  January  1  is  of  most  value  in  signalling  large  changes  in  turkeys  raised, 
say  of  10  percent  or  more.     Such  large  changes  occurred  in  I96I  and  1962. 

An  important  clue  as  to  the  probable  size  of  the  I965  crop  will  be  avail- 
able on  January  28  when  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  releases  a  report  showing  the 
number  of  turkeys  growers  plan  to  raise  this  year.    In  most  years,  producers 
raise  slightly  fewer  birds  than  they  intend  to  in  January,  but  this  was  not  true 
in  1964.    Growers  in  1964  raised  6  percent  more  birds  than  in  1963  compared 
with  plans  for  a  4  percent  expansion.     (See  cover  page  of  November  1964  issue 
of  the  "Poultry  and  Egg  Situation";  it  shows  for  heavy  breeds  the  relationship 
between  intentions  and  numbers  raised  from  1956  through  1964.    Also  see  table 
5  in  this  issue. ) 

Decline  in  1964  Turkey  Prices 
Limited  by  Strong  Demand 

Prices  to  producers  for  the  1964  turkey  crop  fell  below  the  22.3  cents 
per  pound  received  for  the  1963  crop,  probably  by  more  than  1  cent  on  a  weighted 
average  basis.    The  lower  prices  stem  primarily  from  an  increase  in  output  of 
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turkey  of  about  100  million  pounds  (on  a  ready-to-cook  basis)  or  7  percent  over 
1963.    Turkeys  also  faced  stiff er  competition  from  red  meats  and  broilers  in 
1964  than  in  1963.    Prices  would  have  been  lower  in  1964  had  it  not  been  for  a 
number  of  other  developments  which  helped  to  strengthen  demand.    These  included 
increases  from  1963  of  1.4  percent  in  population,  of  6  percent  in  per  capita 
disposable  income,  of  17  million  pounds  in  USDA  purchases  of  turkey,  and  of 
probably  about  11  million  pounds  in  exports.    In  addition,  beef  supplies  in 
commercial  trade  channels  did  not  increase  as  much  as  production  because  of 
record  large  USDA  purchases  amounting  to  403  million  pounds. 

The  seasonal  rise  in  turkey  prices  that  usually  gets  underway  after 
August  was  slow  in  developing  in  1964.    All  of  the  price  advance  occurred  after 
most  of  the  birds  for  Thanksgiving  had  been  sold.    Mid-month  prices  received 
by  farmers  actually  drifted  a  little  lower  between  August  and  October  and  then 
moved  up  sharply  in  November  and  December.     Prices  in  October,  at  20. 4  cents 
per  pound,  were  2  cents  under  a  year  earlier;  but  in  December,  at  22. 4  cents, 
prices  were  down  only  cent. 

In  1964,  toms  were  priced  much  higher  than  average  in  relation  to  hens. 
In  fact,  the  traditional  price  premium  of  hens  over  toms  disappeared  on  some 
days  between  late  spring  and  early  summer.    Toms  and  hens  in  the  San  Joaquin 
Valley  of  California  sold,  on  the  average,  within  a  half  cent  of  each  other  in 
May  through  September  1964;  about  the  same  price  situation  prevailed  in  Iowa. 
In  this  same  5-month  period  of  1962,  the  spread  in  favor  of  hens  was  2.0  cents 
and  in  1963  it  was  1.5  cents. 

Prices  for  toms  on  the  average  have  generally  been  lower  than  prices 
for  hens  throughout  the  year  in  the  past  simply  because  supplies  of  toms  have 
been  large  in  relation  to  demand.    However,  the  heaviest  toms  have  sold  for 
higher  prices  than  either  the  lighter  toms  or  hens.    Toms  and  hens  are  produced 
in  equal  numbers  but  because  toms  are  heavier,  they  account  for  over  60  percent 
of  the  total  meat  produced  from  young  turkeys,  excluding  broiler-fryers.  In 
1963,  the  average  torn  weighed  25.0  pounds,  the  average  hen,  l4.8  pounds. 

On  the  other  hand,  families  that  purchase  whole  birds  prefer  hens  to 
toms.    The  lighter  hens  provide  a  quantity  of  turkey  meat  more  in  keeping  with 
the  needs  and  desires  of  the  average-sized  family.    In  addition,  hens  tend  to 
finish  out  better  than  toms  marketed  at  light  weights  and  are  better  appearing. 
The  price  premium  for  hens  is  usually  widest  during  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
when  consumer  demand  for  medium-sized  whole  turkeys  is  greatest. 

As  recently  as  5  years  ago,  the  outlets  for  heavy  turkeys,  mostly  toms, 
were  largely  confined  to  institutional  feeders,  such  as  hotels,  restaurants, 
hospitals,  schools,  and  in-plant  cafeterias.    But  today,  the  market  for  heavy 
turkeys  is  much  broader,  because  of  (l)  the  increasing  production  and  use  of 
convenience  products  made  from  turkey  meat,  and  (2)  the  increase  use  of 
turkey  parts. 

In  1961,  only  8  percent  of  the  turkey  certified  in  federally  inspected 
plants  was  processed  beyond  the  cut-up,  ready-to-cook  stage.    In  1964  the 
percentage  was  about  17.    Turkey  cutup  in  these  same  plants  accounted  for 
about  an  additional  4  percent  of  certified  slaughter  in  1964  compared  with 
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3  percent  in  1962  when  data  first  became  available.    These  developments  have 
made  it  possible  to  sell  increasing  quantities  of  turkey  meat  from  toms  directly 
to  consumers  for  use  in  the  home.     Institutions  must  now  vie  with  further  pro- 
cessors for  available  supplies.    Both  of  these  users  prefer  heavy  turkeys  to 
light  turkeys  because  they  yield  more  meat  and  because  they  are  less  costly  to 
process  or  prepare. 

There  are  2  reasons  why  the  stronger  demand  for  toms  shows  up  most  no- 
ticeably in  May-September.    First,  during  this  period,  institutional  and 
processing  demand  makes  up  a  larger  part  of  the  total  demand.     Second,  turkey 
supplies  are  seasonally  small  in  May-September.    Turkey  production  starts  at  a 
very  low  level  in  the  first  quarter  and  builds  up  to  a  peak  in  the  fourth 
quarter.    Not  until  after  midyear  is  production  large  enough  to  meet  current 
requirements.     In  the  first  half  of  the  year,  a  large  proportion  of  current 
consumption  is  provided  by  withdrawals  from  cold  storage. 


Strong  Turkey  Demand 
Also  Likely  in  196$ 

The  domestic  demand  for  turkeys  from  commercial  sources  (i.e.,  excluding 
USDA  purchases)  will  probably  be  stronger  in  19^5  than  in  1964,  particularly 
in  the  first  half  of  the  year.    Population  will  continue  its  steady  uptrend  and 
another  good  gain  in  per  capita  disposable  income  is  in  prospect.    In  addition, 
competition  from  red  meat  in  I965  probably  will  not  be  as  keen  as  in  196*+.  And, 
broiler  production  is  likely  to  increase  only  a  little  as  it  has  the  past  2 
years.    This  generally  optimistic  demand  outlook  may  be  tempered,  however,  by 
reduced  USDA  purchases  and  exports,  both  of  which  were  record  large  last  year. 
Government  purchases  of  turkey  last  year  totaled  6l  million  pounds  compared 
with  kh  million  in  1963  and  4  3  million  in  1962.    Exports  through  November 
totaled  38.9  million  pounds,  up  from  29.6  million  pounds  in  that  period  of  19&3* 
For  I96U  as  a  whole,  USDA  purchases  and  exports  amounted  to  about  7  percent  of 
production.    However,  unless  these  2  outlets  for  turkey  are  greatly  reduced, 
overall  demand  will  probably  be  at  least  as  great  in  1965  as  in  1964. 

The  recent  price  strength  in  turkeys  likely  will  carry  through  the  first 
half  of  1965  because  of  a  strong  demand  and  because  turkey  supplies  during 
this  period  are  likely  to  be  smaller  than  in  January- June  I96U.    Prices  to 
producers  during  this  period  are  likely  to  average  above  a  year  earlier.  In 
January- June  196k,  they  averaged  21. k  cents  per  pound.    Cold  storage  holdings 
of  turkey  on  January  1,  1965,  totaled  208  million  pounds,  down  from  217  million 
on  January  1,  196^.     Poult  hatchings  in  September-December  196k  were  6.2  mil- 
lion compared  with  6.9  million  in  those  months  of  1963.     Eggs  in  incubators  on 
January  1  were  down  12  percent  from  a  year  earlier.     Price  strength  early  this 
year  will  materially  benefit  only  those  producers  with  turkeys  to  sell  in  this 
period  of  seasonally  small  marketings . 
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Turkey  prices  in  the  second  half  of  I965 — when  most  of  the  crop  is  mar- 
keted- -will  probably  be  lower  than  in  the  first  half  but  could  be  about  as  high 
as  in  July-December  1964  if  the  number  of  turkeys  raised  this  year  does  not 
increase  by  more  than  1  or  2  percent.    After  midyear,  when  production  is  exceed- 
ing consumption,  the  demand  for  turkeys  shifts  from  current  consumption  to 
storage.    The  storage  demand  is  based  largely  on  the  prices  that  turkey  are 
expected  to  bring  when  they  are  sold  the  following  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas. 
This  price  expectation  appears  to  be  conditioned,  in  part,  by  the  previous 
year's  experience.     In  19^3^  turkey  inventories  backed  up  at  the  retail  level 
after  Thanksgiving  and  prices  in  early  1964  did  not  rise  enough  to  cover  stor- 
age costs.    This  unprofitable  experience  in  storing  in  1963  may  explain  in 
part  why  the  strength  in  turkey  prices  took  so  long  to  develop  in  the  main 
marketing  months  of  1964. 

USDA  Issues  Turkey  Marketing  Guide 

In  mid- January  1965>  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  issued 
its  first  Marketing  Guide  for  turkeys.  A  crop  of  97  million  turkeys  was  sug- 
gested for  1965 ,  2  percent  less  than  in  1964.    The  guide  indicated  a  crop  this 
large  would  provide  adequate  supplies  at  reasonable  prices  to  consumers  as  well 
as  producers. 

USDA's  marketing  guides  program  is  designed  to  help  producers  plan  pro- 
duction to  fit  demand.    Until  now  it  has  been  limited  to  acreage  guides  for 
vegetable  growers .    The  outlook  for  larger  turkey  production  and  lower  prices 
this  year  led  the  National  Turkey  Federation,  an  organization  of  producers,  to 
ask  USDA  to  prepare  and  publish  the  1965  Guide  for  turkeys. 


The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  is  published  in 
January,  May,  July,  September  and  November.  The 
next  issue  is  scheduled  for  release  May  7,  1965  • 
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Table    2 — Frozen  egg,  by  types:    Stocks  and  New  York  wholesale  prices 
per  pound  in  car lots,  1957  to  date 


Ttpm  ; 

Year  : 

Unit  : 

Jan.  : 

Feb.  : 

Mar  >  : 

Apr .  : 

May 

June  : 

July  : 

Aug  ■  \ 

Sept . 

:  Oct.  : 

Nov .  : 

Dec . 

Albumen :  '• 

Stocks  on  first  • 

of  month  ! 

Million  : 

1957  : 

pounds  : 

28 

26 

24 

26 

33 

43 

53 

56 

52 

46 

39 

32 

1958  : 

do.  : 

26 

2k 

23 

21 

25 

35 

45 

47 

45 

40 

32 

27 

1959  " 

do.  : 

22 

19 

18 

20 

27 

33 

40 

39 

36 

33 

29 

24 

i960  : 

do.  : 

21 

23 

23 

25 

27 

38 

48 

si 

48 

43 

•5S 

28 

1961 

do.  : 

22 

19 

17 

17 

20 

26 

29 

29 

27 

23 

20 

16 

1962 

do. 

ik 

12 

9 

u 

14 

22 

28 

30 

30 

26 

21 

17 

1963  ■ 

do. 

13 

10 

8 

7 

11 

17 

22 

23 

22 

19 

16 

13 

1964 

do. 

12 

9 

8 

10 

13 

19 

24 

24 

22 

19 

16 

13 

1965 

do. 

u 

Average  price,  first  : 

full  week  of  month  : 

1957 

Cents 

16* 
16* 
H* 

15* 
13* 
11 

14* 

14 

14 

2 

12* 

12 

14 

14 

15 

17 

1958 
1959 

do. 
do. 

13 

lOu 

13* 
9 

144 
ic| 
10I 

13 

10* 

13 
11 

11* 
IO5 

11 

10* 

11* 

9* 

12* 

9* 

12 

i960 

do. 

9 

8* 

8 

8* 

9 

8* 
9* 

7* 
9* 

7 

9 

9r 
11* 

loi 

1961 

do. 

9* 

9 

9 

8* 
ll| 

9 

9 

10 

10* 
13* 
17* 

12$ 

1962 

do. 

12 

13* 

13 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11* 

13 

13 

1963 

do. 

13* 

154 

16* 

14 

12ir 
13! 

12* 

l4* 

15* 
15* 

17 

17 

17 

1964 

do. 

17-5 

17§ 

16 

13* 

14 

15 

16* 

16* 

16 

13* 

1965 

do. 

11? 

Yolk: 

Stocks  on  first 

of  month 

Million 

19S7 

pounds 

20 

17 

17 

23 

20 

3S 

30 

36 

31 

26 

21 

1958 

do. 

15 

12 

n 

10 

is 

26 

38 

37 

35 

30 

26 

20 

1959 

do. 

16 

12 

11 

15 

25 

33 

43 

42 

39 

34 

30 

25 

i960 

do. 

20 

18 

19 

21 

21 

28 

38 

37 

32 

27 

20 

1961 

do. 

is 

1-5 
•KJ 

12 

14 

17 

30 

30 

27 

24 

21 

1962 

do. 

19 

15 

12 

15 

18 

2k 

28 

30 

31 

31 

27 

22 

1963 

do. 

19 

15 

12 

12 

17 

2k 

29 

2° 

30 

26 

22 

19 

1964 

do. 

16 

l4 

12 

14 

18 

24 

28 

3f) 

26 

?3 

16 

1965 

do. 

1  3 

Average  price,  first 

full  week  of  month  ^/ 

51* 

53* 

54* 

19S7 

Cents 

53 

52| 

51* 

49* 

52* 

2/ 

52* 

2/ 

1958 

do. 

2/ 

53* 
6ll 

58* 

62 

61* 

62 

62 

K 

61 

Gil 
? 

61* 

K 

1959 

do. 

61* 

6o| 

53* 

51u 

63 

50 

53 

54* 

54* 

52* 

52* 

50* 

I960 

do. 

52 

56? 

59 

64 

64* 
64| 

64| 

64 

64 

66* 

2 

2/ 

1961 

do. 

2/ 

69 

62* 

62| 

685 

604 

60* 
5&| 

64* 

64* 

64* 

w  2 

65 

64 

63 

1962 

do. 

I 

62 

59 

58 

58 

58 

59 

60 

60* 
59l 

60* 

1963 

do. 

60* 

63 

57* 
51* 

56* 

56 

57 

58* 

58* 

59* 

59! 

1964 

do. 

59l 

54 

56 

5^ 

55 

55i 

54 

5? 

541 

1965 

do. 

Mixed  whole : 

Stocks  on  first 

of  month 

.  Million 

1957 

pounds 

:  34 

28 

23 

30 

46 

63 

72 

73 

68 

62 

51 

40 

1958 

:  do. 

:  29 

23 

21 

17 

23 

35 

46 

50 

48 

44 

33 

24 

1959 

:  do. 

:  17 

xk 

14 

17 

31 

49 

61 

64 

67 

60 

55 

4i 

.  I960 

:  do. 

33 

30 

33 

J  D 

■3.7 

50 

65 

71 

68 

61 

49 

36 

1961 

:  do. 

:  24 

20 

18 

20 

26 

37 

47 

46 

46 

43 

39 

31 

.  1962 

:  do. 

:  26 

21 

18 

20 

27 

37 

52 

58 

56 

53 

47 

36 

1963 

:  do. 

:  28 

21 

17 

18 

29 

40 

50 

54 

52 

47 

40 

3^ 

1964 

:  do. 

:  26 

20 

20 

21 

30 

41 

52 

59 

58 

54 

48 

38 

1  C)£s 

:  do. 

Average  price,  first 

•  19S7 

:  Cents 

•  25l 

:  29f 

26*. 

26 

26 

26 

25* 
30* 
24* 
29* 
32| 

24? 

26 

28 

29 

30 

32 

:  1958 

:  do. 

29 

30* 

31 

3lf 

2k\ 
30* 

3lf 
25* 
27? 
32* 

29? 

30 

29* 
23* 
30* 

30* 

31* 
23* 
34 

:  1959 
:  i960 

:  do. 
:  do. 

:  31 
:  24* 

31* 
23 

28* 
25* 

24* 
27* 

30* 

25 
25* 

24* 

T 

27* 

24* 

32* 
31* 

:  1961 

:  do. 

:  31* 

32i 

32 

3lf 

32 

32* 

32* 

31 

:  1962 

:  do. 

:  28 

31 

30 

28 

27* 

27 

26f 

26* 

28 

29 

29 

27* 
29* 

:  1963 

:  do. 

:  29 

31* 

32 

29* 

28 

28 

27* 

29 

29* 

30 

29* 

:  1964 

:  do. 

:  30* 

30* 

29* 

27 

27* 

27* 

28 

28 

28* 

28* 

28* 

28 

:  1965 

:  do. 

27* 

1/  Highest  color  quoted.  2/  Insufficient  wholesale  sales  to  report  prices.  3/  "Spring  pack"  whenever  quoted  separately 
prior  to  April  I96I;  thereafter,  reported  as  whole  dark  colored.    "Unclassified    frozen  egg  is  not  included  in  this  table. 
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Table    3. — USDA  purchases  of  cut-up  young  chickens  for  National  School 
Lunch  Program,  by  years,  I96I-63,  by  weeks,  1963-61+ 


\      Broiler  production  * 

Duration 

of  program 

:    Range  of  : 

Commodity 

Period 

J      Number      \    ^^~to  \ 
,  cook  weight  . 

Number 
of  weeks 

Begin  and 
end 

Purchases 

:  prices  per  : 
:      pound  : 

cost  of 
purchases 

1961 
1962 
1963 


Mil. 

1,993 
2,026 
2,105 


Mil,  lb. 

^,926 
98O 
5,2^7 


1963 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


196k 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


16 

22 
29 

5 
12 
18 
25 

2 

9 
16 
23 
30 

6 
15 

20 
27 
It 
11 
18 


July  22 
29 


6 
Ik 
20 
26 

3 
10 
17 
2k 

1 

7 
lU 
22 
28 

5 
12 
19 
25 

2 

9 
19 
23 
30* 


Weeks 

2k 
22 
19 


Month 

l/Mar . -Dec . 
Aug. -Dec. 
Aug . -Dec . 


1,000  lb. 

l+l+,790 
60,000 
50,100 


Ct. 

26.67-37.69 
27.28-33.20 
27.37-31.59 


1,000  dol. 

13,W»8 
17,963 
lk,9k3 


]  Contracts 
\       let  in 
|    week  ending 

j  Purchases 

Range  of 
prices  per 
pound 

Commodity  cost 
of  purchases 

:      For  the 
:  week 

Cumulative 
for  the 
|  year 

For  the 
week 

Cumulative 
for  the 
year 

1,500 

2,3^0 
2,880 
3,180 
2,220 
2,3^0 
2,700 
3,030 
3,000 
1,380 
2,250 
2,700 
3,360 
1,590 
3,750 
3,1+20 
2,850 
2,760 
2,850 

2,880 
2,730 
2,970 
2,610 
2,k60 
810 
930 
2,580 
2,250 
2,130 
2,160 
2,160 
2,100 
1,890 
2,160 
2,250 
1,170 
1,1+1+0 
2,1+90 
2,880 
2,820 
2,760 
1,230 
2,070 


1,000  lb. 

1,500 
3,81+0 
6,720 
9,900 
12,120 
lk,k60 
17,160 
20,190 
23,190 
2U,570 
26,820 
29,520 
32,880 
3M70 
38,220 
kl,6ko 
kk,k90 
1+7,250 
50,100 

2,880 
5,610 
8,580 
11,190 
13,650 
lk,k6o 
15,390 
17,970 
20,220 
22,350 
2U,510 
26,670 
28,770 
30,660 
32,820 
35,070 
36,21+0 
37,680 
1+0,170 
1+3,050 
1+5,870 
U8,630 
1+9,860 
51,930 


Ct. 

28.81, 
28.85- 
28.1+9- 
27.37- 
28.85- 
29.10- 
28.99- 

29.19- 
29.00- 
29.1+5- 
28.85- 
29.00- 
29.50- 
29.58- 
29.25- 
29.75- 
29.1+8- 
29.69- 
28.98- 

29.52- 
29.18- 
29.30- 
29.1+0- 
29.I+O- 
29.1+9- 
29.1+7- 
29.29- 
29.31+- 
29.08- 
28.85- 
28.1+8- 
28.1+8- 
28.58- 
28.1+1+- 
28.10- 
28.31- 
28.36- 
28.25- 
28.19- 
28.09- 
28.15- 
28.37- 
28.31- 


1,000  dol. 


,30.89 
-30.81+ 
•30.71 
-30.69 
-31.08 
-31.09 
-31.08 
-31.08 
•31.09 
■31.10 
-31.25 
-31.1+9 
•31.59 
•31.59 
•31.59 
•31.59 
•31.59 
-31.39 
•31.29 

•31.69 
•31.19 
-31.69 
-31.69 
•31.58 
•31.09 
•31.67 
■31.53 
•31.37 
■30.80 
•30.99 
■30.79 
•30.65 
•30.61+ 
■30.5k 
■30.1+1+ 
•30.1+1+ 
■30.01 
■29.90 
•29.90 
■30.00 
■29.90 
■29.95 
•30.15 


1+1+0 
681+ 
81+5 
928 
652 
69I+ 
799 
902 
895 
1+12 
67I+ 
810 
1,010 
1+79 
1,129 
1,037 
861+ 
831 
857 

872 
812 
889 
781 
735 
21+1+ 
280 
765 
677 
627 
638 
631 
606 
557 
626 
61+5 
31+0 
1+17 
7ll+ 
820 
809 
787 
35U 
597 


l+l+o 
l,12l+ 
1,969 
2,897 
3,51+9 
l+,2l+3 
5,01+2 
5,9W» 
6,81+0 
7,252 
7,926 
8,736 
9,7!+6 
10,225 
11,35!+ 
12,392 
13,255 
ll+,o86 
lk,9k3 

872 
1,681+ 
2,573 
3,35l+ 
l+,089 
U,333 
1+,613 
5,378 
6,056 
6,682 
7,320 
7,951 
8,557 
9,115 
9,71+0 
10,386 
10,726 
11,11+3 
11,857 
12,677 
13,1+86 
ll+,273 
ll+,628 
15,225 


1/  First  program  in  month  of  March,  second  in  August-December. 
*    Program  ended  as  of  December  30. 
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Table    5. — Turkeys  raised  and  related  data,  1953  to  date 


JANUARY  1965 


Year  [ 

Absolute  numbers 

Change  from  preceding  year 

Turkeys 
raised 

Turkey- 
feed 
price 
ratio 

1/ 

Breeder 

■I-ICIIS  on 

farms, 

»    Tan  1 

O  all .  J_ 

Number 

Percentage 

Turkeys 
raised 
if 

Turkey- 
feed 
price 
ratio 

Breeder 
hens  on 
farms, 
Jan.  1 

2/ 

Turkeys 
raised 

if  : 

feed 

price 

ratio 

Farmers ' 
inten- 
tions 

to  raise 
turkeys 

Breeder 
hens  on 
farms, 
Jan.  1 

Mil- 

Mil- 

Mil- 

Mil- 

Per- 

Per- 

Per- 

Per- 

lions 

Pounds 

lions 

lions 

Pounds 

lions 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

All  turkeys 

1953  : 

60 

8.2 

3.2 

-3 

-1.0 

-.5 

-k 

-11 

-8 

-Ik 

xyp^t  : 

68 

9.1 

3.1 

8 

.9 

-.1 

13 

11 

7 

-2 

1955  ! 

66 

7.5 

3.0 

-2 

-1.6 

-.1 

-3 

-18 

-It 

-3 

1956  : 

77 

9.0 

3.2 

J — L 

1.5 

.2 

J- 1 

f. 

f. 

1957 

81 

7.5 

3.6 

5 

-1.5 

.1» 

6 

-17 

10 

13 

1958  : 

80 

7  0 

D  •  D 

-2 

-.5 

-.3 

—  1 

J. 

_7 
—  ( 

1959 

8h 

7.0 

3.7 

5 

0 

.3 

6 

0 

5 

10 

i960 

85 

7.8 

3.3 

3/ 

.8 

-.3 

3/ 

11 

6 

-9 

108 

8.0 

k.3 

23 

.2 

1.0 

28 

3 

20 

31 

1962 

92 

5.U 

3.9 

-16 

-2.6 

-.5 

-15 

-32 

-12 

-11 

1963 

93 

6.5 

3.9 

1 

1.1 

3/ 

1 

20 

3 

0 

196^  y 

99 

6.3 

3.8 

5 

-.2 

-.1 

6 

-3 

k 

-2 

Heavy-breed  turkeys 

1953 

•  U3 

2.7 

— 

-3 



h9 

2.U 

5 

-.3 

12 

6 

-9 

1955 

k9 

2.5 

3/ 

1 

0 

2 

1956 

:  63 

2.7 

.2 

lU 

10 

1957 

68 

3.1 

5 

.1+ 

8 

13 

15 

1958 

67 

2  Q 

-1 

-.3 

—1 
—J- 

J 

_« 

1959 

:  69 

3.1 

1 

.2 

2 

3 

7 

I960 

s  7^ 

2.9 

6 

-.2 

8 

12 

-5 

196l 

:  95 

3.9 

21 

1.0 

28 

22 

3* 

1962 

:  83 

3.5 

-12 

-.3 

-13 

-11 

-9 

1963 

:  8i+ 

3.5 

-.1 

3/ 

3 

-2 

196k  kj 

:  88 

3.h 

-.1 

5 

k 

-3 

Light-breed  turkeys 

1953 

:  16 

.5 



-23 

— 

:  19 

.7 

3 

.2 

17 

9 

ko 

1955 

i  17 

.5 

-2 

-.1 

-12 

-11 

-19 

1956 

:  lh 

.5 

-3 

-.1 

-19 

-16 

-13 

1957 

1  13 

.5 

3/ 

3/ 

-3 

-3 

3 

1958 

:  12 

.5 

-1 

3/ 

-8 

-11 

-3 

1959 

t  16 

.6 

3 

.1 

28 

16 

28 

i960 

:  10 

A 

-5 

-.2 

-35 

-18 

-28 

1961 

:  13 

.5 

2 

3/ 

23 

5 

7 

1962 

:  9 

.3 

-1+ 

-.1 

-29 

-19 

-29 

1963 

:  10 

.U 

1 

1 

7 

-3 

18 

196U  u/ 

:  H 

1 

3/ 

Ik 

6 

k 

1/  Monthly  ratios  weighted  as  follows:    Preceding  October,  2;  preceding  November,  h;  preceding  December, 
3;  January,  1.    2j  Computed  from  unrounded  data.    3/  Change  smaller  than  0.5.    hj  All  but  intentions  are 
preliminary. 
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Table   6. — Turkey  breeders:    Testings,  intentions,  January  1  numbers,  and 
subsequent  numbers  of  turkeys  raised,  by  breed  types,  1953  to  date 


Year  ! 

Turkeys 
under 

tested 

MUTT) 

Intentions  to 
,  keep  breeders 
,  Jan.  1  (per- 
\    centage  of 
[  previous 
J      year)  1/ 

Breeders  on 

farms,  Jan.  1 

Turkeys 

raised 

1c  fliuni/fib  ; 

ending  : 
July  1  : 

^   Tin  rM*!  "h  V>  0 
U   mull  Olio 

ending 
Jan.  1 

Reported 

r t: .TCcIl  Odgfcr 

of  previous 
year  2/ 

Reported 

\  Per 
|    Jan.  1 

.  breeder 

0  / 

.  £/ 

Millions 

Millions 

Percent 

Millions 

Percent 

Millions 

Number 

All  turkeys 

■Ly?3  ! 

O  H 
d.  ( 

0  l 

3.2 

ft6 

yy.o 

1  ft  Q 

1954  : 

3.0 

2.2 

3.1 

98 

67.7 

21.9 

1955  : 

2.9 

2.2 

3.0 

97 

65.7 

21.8 

1956  ! 

3.1 

2.3 

112 

3.2 

106 

76.8 

24.1 

1957  : 

3.8 

2.8 

113 

3.6 

113 

81.4 

22.6 

1958  ! 

3.5 

2.5 

95 

3.3 

93 

79-6 

23.8 

1959  : 

4.0 

2.7 

111 

3.7 

110 

84.5 

23.1 

i960  : 

3.5 

2.4 

96 

3.3 

91 

84.7 

25.5 

lyo±  ', 

k  7 

Q  k 

123 

4.3 

131 

IU'J  .J. 

Oil  Q 

1962  ! 

4.2 

2.8 

97 

3.9 

89 

92.4 

23.9 

1963 

3.8 

2.8 

101 

3.9 

100 

93.4 

24.2 

1964  : 

3.8 

2.8 

101 

3/3.8 

3/98 

3/98.7 

3/26.1 

1965  : 

2.7 

104 

Heavy-breed  turkeys 

-L9?J3  ! 

CO 

T  ft 
J. .  O 

2.7 

k^  k 

lu  •  _L 

1954  : 

2.2 

1.7 

2.4 

91 

48.5 

19.9 

1955 

2.4 

1.8 

2.5 

102 

48.8 

19-7 

1956  ! 

!  2.7 

2.0 

113 

2.7 

110 

63.1 

23.2 

1957 

3.3 

2.5 

116 

3.1 

115 

68.1 

21.8 

1958 

3.0 

2.3 

96 

2.9 

92 

67.2 

23.4 

1959 

:  3.4 

2.3 

107 

3.1 

107 

68.7 

22.4 

I960 

!  3.1 

2.2 

98 

2.9 

95 

74.4 

25.6 

O.J. 

126 

3.9 

134 

k 

pk  s 

1962 

:  3.8 

2.7 

100 

3.5 

91 

83.3 

23.5 

1963 

:  3.5 

2.6 

100 

3.5 

98 

83.7 

24.1 

1964 

:  3.4 

2.6 

100 

3/3.4 

3/97 

3/87.7 

.3/25.9 

1965 

2.5 

104 

Light-breed  turkeys 

1953 

:  0.5 

0.3 

0.5 

ifi  k 

•  w 

1954 

:  .8 

.5 

.7 

l4o 

19.2 

29.2 

1955 

:  .6 

.4 

.5 

81 

16.8 

31.6 

1956 

:  .5 

.3 

107 

.5 

87 

13.7 

29.4 

1957 

:  .5 

.3 

97 

.5 

103 

13.4 

27.9 

1958 

:  .5 

.2 

87 

.5 

97 

12.3 

26.7 

1959 

:  .6 

.4 

138 

.6 

128 

15.8 

26.8 

i960 

:  .4 

.2 

84 

.4 

72 

10.3 

24.5 

1961 

:  .5 

.2 

100 

.5 

107 

12.7 

28.1 

1962 

:  .3 

.1 

76 

.3 

71 

9-0 

28.2 

1963 

:  .3 

.1 

114 

.4 

118 

9.7 

25.6 

1964 

:  .4 

.2 

110 

3/. 4 

J/104 

3/11.0 

3/28.0 

1965 

.2 

101 

1/  Reported  for  15  States  in  October  of  previous  year.    2/Computed  from  unrounded  data. 


3/ Prelimi nary . 
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Number  of  layers  on  farms,  rate  of  egg  production,  and  total  egg  output 
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Poultry  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection,  liveweight,  by  months, 

January  i960  to  date   , 
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Statistical  series  revealing  physical  or  economic  relationships  -continued  : 

Turkey  breeders:    Testings,  intentions,  January  1  numbers,  and  subsequent  : 

numbers  of  turkeys  raised,  available  data,  by  breed  types,  1950  to  date    :      229  42 

Turkeys  raised  and  related  data,  United  States, 1950  to  date    :      230  29 

Intentions  to  keep  turkey  breeder  hens,  and  to  raise  turkeys  compared  : 

■with  later  developments,  195*+  to  date    :      234  4l 

Turkeys  for  breeding  on  January  1:    Farmers'  intentions  and  reported  : 

numbers,  15  important  States,  1963-65    :      23*4-  42 

Factors  related  to  change  in  annual  turkey  production,  1948-65    :      234  18 

Turkeys:    Year-to-year  changes  in  numbers  raised,  intentions  to  raise  and  : 

prices  received  by  farmers,  by  regions,  i960  to  date    :      230  30 

Turkeys:  Indicators  of  size  of  crop,  early  January    :      229  4l 

Chicks  and  poults  : 

Hatchery  data  by  months,  i960  to  date    :      231  27 

Turkey  hatchery  operations,  United  States  and  important  reporting  States,  : 

by  months,  January  19&3  to  date,  with  comparisons    :      231  39 

Chickens:    Breed  and  variety  distribution  of  hatchery  supply  flocks  enrolled  : 

in  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan,  United  States,  1942  through  1964,  : 

by  regions,  1964    :      234  51 

Turkeys:      Breed  and  variety  distribution  of  hatchery  supply  flocks  enrolled  : 

in  the  National  Turkey  Improvement  Plan,  United  States,  1944  through  : 

1964,  by  regions,  1964    :      234  50 

Stocks  : 

Cold  storage  holdings  of  eggs  and  turkeys,  first  of  the  month,  i960  to  date    :      231  23 

Into-storage  movement  of  eggs  compared  with  concurrent  shell  egg  production,  : 

1945-64   :     234  32 

Frozen  egg,  by  types:    Stocks  and  New  York  wholesale  prices  per  pound  in  : 

carlots,  1957  to  date   :      229  26 

Turkeys:    Composition  of  storage  stocks,  available  data,  September  30  and  : 

January  31,  1960-64    :      234  46 

Consumption  and  demand  : 

Factors  influencing  and  indicative  of  the  demand  for  eggs  and  poultry,  1940-64  ...  :      234  25 

Factors  in  monthly  supply  of  shell  eggs,  50  States,  1961  to  date    :      234  31 

Supply  and  distribution  of  eggs,  chicken  and  turkey,  1953-63    :      231  20 

Turkeys:    Supply,  distribution  and  average  price  received  by  farmers,  : 

selected  periods,  1955-64    :      234  45 

Eggs,  chickens,  turkey  and  red  meats:    Civilian  per  capita  consumption,  1940-64  ..  :      234  26 

Per  capita  consumption  of  shell  eggs,  broilers  and  turkeys,  by  months,  : 

1953  or  i960  to  date    :      231  28 

USDA  purchases  of  chicken  for  National  School  Lunch  Program,  1961-63    :      229  34 

USDA  purchases  of  dried  egg,  1958  to  date    :      234  33 

USDA  purchases  of  ready-to-cook  turkeys,  by  years,  1951-63,  by  weeks,  1962  to  date  :      234  44 

USDA  purchases  of  cut-up  young  chickens  for  National  School  Lunch  Program,  : 

by  years,  I96I-63,  by  weeks,  1963  to  date    :      234  38 

Total  product  weight  of  U.  S.  poultry  meat  exports,  to  major  markets,  1962  to  date  :      231  43 

United  States  broiler  and  turkey  exports,  total  and  to  the  Common  Market,  : 

by  months ,  1963  to  date    :      234  48 

U.  S.  exports  of  poultry  meat,  product  weight,  total  and  to  the  Common  Market,  : 

by  months,  1961  to  date    :      231  44 

Poultry  production,  consumption  and  related  data  in  Common  Market  countries,  : 

1955-63    :     231  45 

West  German  imports  of  slaughtered  poultry,  by  kind  and  major  supplier  : 

country,  1963    :      233  10 

Charges  on  U.  S.  broilers  and  turkeys  imported  by  West  Germany,  per  pound,  : 

July  30,  1962  to  date    :      233  9 

Prices  : 

Mid-month  egg  prices,  selected  series,  1963  to  date    :      231  29 
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Prices  -continued  : 

Average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  by  regions:    Reported,  percentage  of  : 

*+8-State  average  and  index  of  change,  1957-59  average  and  annual  1955-63    :      230  20 

Average  price  received  by  farmers  for  broilers  and  indicators  of  supplies  of  : 

broilers  and  red  meat,  by  months,  1955  to  date    :      230  23 

Broiler  prices  per  pound,  selected  series,  by  months,  i960  to  date    :      23*+  36 

Turkey  prices  per  pound,  selected  series,  by  months,  January  1959  to  date    :      23*+  *+3 

Price  of  broiler- type  chicks,  United  States  and  Georgia  compared  with  : 

Georgia  hatching  egg  price,  I96I  to  date    :      233  17 

Prices  paid  for  broiler-type  chicks  and  poults  per  hundred  and  broiler  : 

hatching  eggs  per  dozen,  1959-6*+    :      231  35 

Prices  of  poultry  feeds,  feed  ingredients,  chicks  and  poults,  1950-6*+    :      23*+  23 

Product-feed  price  ratios,  eggs,  broilers  and  turkeys,  by  months,  1955  to  date  ...  :      231  3*+ 

Product-feed  price  ratios  for  poultry  enterprises,  and  returns  above  feed  : 

costs  in  egg  production,  available  data  19*+0-6*+    :      23*+  2h 

Income  : 

Realized  gross  farm  income  from  all  sources,  by  States  and  regions,  1963    :      23*+  21 

Gross  income  from  poultry  eggs,  19*+0  to  date    :      231  16 

Production,  income,  expense,  and  related  items,  representative  commercial  family-  : 

operated  poultry  farm,  New  Jersey,  averages  1951-55  and  1956-60,  annual  I96O-62  .  :      231  hi 

Summaries  of  operations  on  account-keeping  egg  farms,  2  California  counties  : 

and  Ohio,  1959-63    :      231  *+0 

Organization,  production,  costs  and  returns,  typical  broiler  farms,  Maine,  : 

Delmarva,  Georgia,  1957-59,  1962  and  1963    :      231  *+2 

Organization,  production,  costs  and  returns,  commercial  broiler  farms,  : 

Georgia,  1950-62    :      229  16 

Off-farm  employment  and  gross-off- farm  wages  for  operators  on  167  contract  : 

broiler  farms,  Georgia,  1962    :      229  21 

Off-farm  employment  and  wages  for  family  members,  167  contract  broiler  : 

farms,  Georgia,  1962    :      229  21 

Non-work  sources  of  income  on  167  contract  broiler  farms,  Georgia,  1962    :      229  21 

Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics  -  This  table,  which  appeared  in  all  but  the  May  : 

issue,  brings  to  date  many  of  the  tables  listed  above    : 
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Supply  and  disposition  of  eggs,  by  months,  I96I-63  and  1951-53    :  230  1 

Gross  income  from  poultry  and  eggs,  averages  for  selected  groups  of  years    :  231  13 

Changes  in  egg  production  from  1953  to  1963    :  231  1 

Percentage  of  poultry  canned  or  used  in  prepared  food,  I96I-63    :  229  1 

Efficiency  gains  in  broiler  production,  1950-6*+    :  232  1 

Broilers  produced  and  broiler  prices,  l^hk-6k    :  23*+  7 

Production  response  for  broilers    :  23*+  15 

Broiler  chick  placements  and  broiler  prices,  by  months,  1958-6*+    :  23*+  10 

Layers  in  hatchery  supply  flocks  and  Georgia  broiler  hatching  egg  prices,  : 

by  months,  1958-6*+    :  23*+  9 

Layers  in  hatchery  supply  flocks  and  broiler  chick  prices,  by  months,  1958-6U    :  23*+  9 

Layers  in  hatchery  supply  flocks  and  broiler  prices,  by  months,  1958-6*+    :  23*+  10 

Production  response  for  turkeys    :  23*+  18 

Turkeys  raised,  by  breeds,  1953-63    :  233  1 

Heavy  breed  turkeys:    Intended  and  actual  number  of  breeders  and  turkeys  : 

raised,  1956-6*+    :  23*+  1 
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